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CHAPTER I 
The three•fold .. _purpose of this a�dy was to learn, ( 1) something 
of the amount spent on or by selected hi�h so�ool girls; ( 2) what they buy; 
(3) the price paid for various articles bought by or tor the girls. 
The material for this study was secured by having each girl in the 
home economics classes in the Greenville Senior High School. Greenville. 
South Carolina. keep an account of everything that was spent for her iJJdi­
vidually by her family, for the school year 1938 to 1939. It was made clear 
to each girl that this was a perscmal aoooont and that she and the teacher 
wo�ld be the only ones who would see it. Each book was checked at the end 
of each month bY. the teacher. who kept it overnight for this purpose. At 
the end of May the accounts were summarized by each girl. By this time 
there was no secrecy about the account books. The girls were so interested 
they talked frequently about their expenditures and summaries. 
This study is taken from fifty selected high school girls' account 
books. 
When the keeping of accounts was first started many .. protests were 
heard. Very few of the girls had allowances I but instead their money was 
handed out to them tor each purc�se. After the summary ot the first 
month's expenditures the majority of girls decided they did not want al­
lowances. Each one who did not wish an allowance thought that they would 
not obtain one large enough to cover her expenditures. 
Many of the girls remarked that they were not going to let their 
parents see their account books, and that they were afraid the parents 
would not let them have as much money 11' they were aware of the amount 
spent. The sum of their expe?lditures also seemed to come as a surprise to 
the girls as each one said she could not believe she had spent so  :much. 
Many valuable suggestions came from the girls tor revising their 
account books for another year. 
The information that has been gained tram. an analysis of these 
fifty account books has been recorded in tabular form and summarized ac­
cording to the average amount spent on the major items, the number of 
articles purchased, and the prices paid. 
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CHAPTER II 
The fifty account books in this study were kept by twenty sophomores, 
ten juniors, and twenty seniors. 
In this analysis the nine months I expenditures of the three groups 
of students werJ summarized according to the following classifications 
tood, clothing, aooessories, oare of clothing. education, pleasure, gU'ta 
am donations, carfare, cosmetics, and health. 
The total amount spent tor the nine months by the twenty sophomores 
was almost $2,000. 00. (Table I), or an average ot almost $100. 00 tor each 
girl. The total expenditures ranged from $28.25 to $267. 48. Seventy per 
oent of the sophomores spent t4S.73 to $130.13. 
The widest ranges in expenditures by the sophomores were tor clothing 
($6. 42 to 1161.44); education (t0. 94 to $50.62); gitts and donations (t0.85 
to $46.74)..; food (t2. 41 to 130. 14); and pleasure (t0. 52 to t26. 33). The 
smallest ranges were f'oum in the list of classifications where only part 
of. the sophomore& reported expenditures. The smallest range was tor the 
care ot clothing (t0. 10 to $2. 00), an item which only eight girls, or 
forty per oent, reported; next crune health expenses ($0,.05 to ts.oo) re­
ported by fifteen girls, or seveirty-ti·ve per cent; oarf'are (t0. 21 to tll.88) 
with sixteen girls, or eighty per oel?t reporting; and about the same tor 
cosmetics, reported by nineteen girls, or ninety-five per cent, and accesso­
ries reported by sixteen girls, or eighty per cent. 
The total amount spent by the ten juniors was almost $1,100. 00. 
(Table II), or an average of $110.00, ten dollars more than the sophomore 
average. There was a narrower range of total expenditures in the junior 
class than in the sophanore class. 
TABLE I 
EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1938-1939 OF TWENTY GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA, SOPHOMORES 
Cosme-
Gifts tioe Care 
Sopho- or Gifts Car Aooes- Beauty of 
mores Allow. Food Clothes Educ. Pleasure Dona. Fare sories Parlor Health Clothing Total 
l 38�50 21.52 21.94 3.46 2.50 6.96 3.50 68.87 
2 . 97.22 14.80 161.44 11.90 26.33 26.6'7 7.50 8.69 8.10 2.46 .15 267.48 
3 68.93 23.46 84.51 50.62 23.16 46.74 2.74 1.60 12.45 1.25 246.42 
4 50.39 16.31 16.90 3.10 .87 4.16 1.49 .66 .26 6.00 48.73 
5 28.25 2.41 14.08 1.65 1.56 3.00 1.50 1.96 2.10 28.25' 
6 70.69 15.70 36.61 1.46 .62 6.66 .77 1.00 .85 62.46 
7 36.16 5.05 66.83 4.92 10.40 23.37 4.17 7.27 3.00 1.75 126. 76 
8 10.11 12.64 6.42 4.01 .82 2.40 1.46 .36 2.26 .30 • 75 31.39 . 
9 97.06 30. 74· 53.59 '7 .oo 11.14 8.15 .28 .10 .36 .62 111.97 
10 25.11 65.36 3.70 7.80 10.12 2.10 2.26 .77 117.21 
11 20.48 32.58 3. 76 5.10 6.84 .60 68.35 
12 29.75 40.47 3.35 14.54 5.66 .21 .26 .86 .os 1.23 96.35 
13 41.60 16.59 63.21 .94 13.04 16.35 11.88 2.00 8.72 130. 73 
14 16.00 2.92 27.67 4.18 10.76 9.06 .28 .26 .40 .24 57.76 
16 59.00 18.79 19.64 1.64 2.21 5.36 6.19 .10 4.61 .50 69.04 
16 6.14 27.15 4.62 4.95 9.80 3.45 3.53 ,61 2.00 62.25 
1'1 16,96 97.76 14.98 6.66 17.80 .97 4.96 6.29 .60 165.96 
18 95.18 23.11 27.50 16.96 5.00 5.00 9.92 12.'15 .45 .50 96.18 
19 46.92 3.86 21.03 4.27 1.04 .• 85 10.77 .25 4.65 .10 .10 46.92 
20 92.51 30.12 35.29 4.34 10.05 9.26 .25 1.05 1.30 .85 92.61 
Total 847.52 334.46 918.87 149.83 158.44 221.os 59.70 43.52 62.61 22.20 7.33 1974.58 
Avg. 42.37 16.72 45.94 7.49 7.92 11.05 2.98 2.17 3.13 1.11 .36 98.73 
Av. tor 
those r1 �p.li6 .50 16.72 46.94 7.49 7.92 11.05 3.73 2.72 3.29 1.48 .91 98.73 
Range 10.11
1 
2.41- 6.42- .94:- .52- .85- .21- .10- .10- .06- .10- 28.25-
97.22 30.74 161.44 60.62 26.33 26.57 11.a8I 12.1s 12.46 5.00 2.00 267.48 
� 
TABLE II 
EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1938-1939 OF TEN GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA., JUNIORS 
Cosme- Care 
Gifts tics or 
or Gifts Car Aoces- Beauty Cloth-
Juniors Allow. Food Clothes Educ. Pleasure Dona. Fa.re sories Parlor Health ing Total OJ .  
-· 
1 77.56 6.49 35.57 2.46 3.83 6.75 .36 1.10 5. 75 16.16 .14 77.66 
2 14.80 .8'7 1.00 4.80 10.70 17.10 .66 1.00 36.03 
3 190.50 22.15 87.71 2.10 36.67 16.24 11.36 3.49 1.95 181.67 
4 16.00 22.72 11.44 3.16 11.69 9.60 1.04 1.00 1.80 1.85 69.30 
6 2.11 29.25 3.84 .70 12.48 .50 .94 2.69 11.71 1.35 65.63 
6 43.80 104.26 4.80 38.62 4.n .14 .so 6.64 203.76 
7 10.99 21.43 7.24 8.23 6.17 6.14 1.20 .55 4.80 66.02 
8 36.60 100.32 13.53 10.87 8.70 .07 8.15 2.80 10.25 191.29 
9 10.23 48.75 2.81 3.46 5.80 1.20 .10 2.15 .10 74.59 
10 13.37 39.24 29.26 a.oo 1.07 .89 6.60 7.60 106.02 
Total 298.86 169.39 478.96 73.99 124.76 94.55 22.44 17.67 31.93 51.46 1.49 1071.87 
Average 29.88 16.93 47.89 7.40 12.47 9.46 2.24 1.77 3.19 5.14 .16 107.19 
IA.v. for 
those rep. 74.74 16.93 47.89 7.40 13.86 9.46 2.24 1.96 .3.19 7.35 .74 107.19 
iRange .87- 1.00- 2.10- • 70- 4.71- .01
1 
.10- .55- .10- 36.03-
43.80 104 ! 25 29.25 38.62 17.10 11.361 
8.15 6.64 15.15 203. 76 
C1'I 
6 
The widest range in expenditures tor the junior girls lft\S in clothing 
expenditures. However. this range was less than that ot the sophomores, 
possibly due to the small number reporting. Food and pleasure reported by 
the junior girls had a wider range .tha.n that of the so�hom.ore girls, but 
education and gifts and donations as reported by the junior girls had a 
narrower range than tha.t ot the sophomore girls (Tables I aJJd II). 
The smallest ranges in expenditures for the junior girls were, like 
the sophomore girls, found in the classifications where only part or the 
group reported the expenses ( Table II). The narrowest range tor both sopho­
mores and juniors was found in the care ot olothing, tor whioh only two, or 
twenty per cent of the juniors reported. The only other significant differ­
ences were that the juniors had a wider range for health and a narrower 
range tor accessories. 
The total amount spent by the twenty seniors ,m.s almost $2,300.00 
(Table III), or an average or almost $115.00, which was slightly higher 
than either the sophomore or junior averages. There was a wider range or 
total expendi turea in the sophomore group than the senior range of $ 2 7. 99 
to $240.82. Seventy-five per cent of the seniors spent $67.06 to $148.03 . 
The widest range ot expenditures for major items for the seniors 
was in the expense tor clothing. This was narrower than the ranges of the 
other groups. The range in food expense was lower than that of the junior 
group. Education and pleasure had a narrower range than that of the sopho-
more group. 
There was no significant difference in the averages for the three 
groups of students in oost of food ($16.52 to $16.93) or in expense for care 























































































































12.76 1.61 .20 
48.21 8.92 .49 
5.89 2. 75 1.00 
8.70 1.22 .16 
16.99 1.00 
16.30 9.90 2.24 
34.63 .21 3.36 
8.00 5.11 6.08 
6.28 1.43 
37.42 .75 6.92 
7.52 6.39 .98 
20.76 6.91 4.15 
4.95 2.03 1.10 
.26 .14 
3.96 3.81 .60 
18.50 .60 
16. 75 .42 .35 
311.49 63.09 33.18 
15.57 3.15 1.66 
15.67 3.94 1.95 
.25- .01- .15-














































3.81 , .26 
6.94 2.61 
.05- 1.50-




























two classifications. The s_enior girls had the highes t average in the cost 
of education ($7.40 to $7.66) am oar tare ($2.24 to $3.94). The sopho­
more girls had the highest average in the cost of accessories ($1.95 to 
$2�'72) and of cosmetics (t2.80 to $3.29). 
8 
The most significant differences in averages tor the three groups 
were found in the ooat of clothing and of gifts and doDations. �e senior 
girls bad the highest averages . almost 063.� for clothing and almost 
$16.00 for_gif'ta alld donations. The junior girls bad the highest averages 
























EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1938-1939 OF TWENTY GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA, SOPHOMORES 
ARRANGED IN ORDER FROM SMALLEST TOTAL FIGURE TO IARGEST TOTAL FIGURE 
Cosme-
tics Care 
Gifts Car Aoces- Beauty of 
Clothes Eduo. Pleasures Donations Fare soriea Parlor Health Clothing � 
6.42 .94 .62 .85 .21 .-10 .10 .05 .10 
14.0l3 1.46 .82 2.40 .22 .25 .25 .1Q .16 
16.90 1.64 .87 3.00 .28 .25 .36 .24 .50 
19.64 1.66 1.04 4.16 .28 .25 .40 .30 • 76 
21.03 3.10 1.56 5.00 .77 , .36 .46 .50 .85 
21.94 3.35 2.21 5.36 .97 .66 .60 .60 1.23 
27.16 3.46 2.60 5.65 1.45 1.00 .85 .61 1.75 
27.50 3.70 4.95 5.84 1.49 1.05 .85 .62 2.00 
27.67 3.76 5.00 5.95 1.50 1.50 1.30 .77 --
32.58 4.01 6.10 6.65 2. 74 2.00 1.95 1.25 
· 35.29 4.18 6.65 8.16 3.50 2.10 2.25 2.10 
36.51 4.27 7.80 9.06 6.19 3.45 2.25 2.45 
40.47 4.34 10.05 9.26 7.50 4.17 3.53 3.00 
53.59 4.62 10.40 9.80 9.92 4.96 4.65 4.61 
63.21 4.92 10. 76 10.12 10.77 8.69 6.29 5.00 
65.36 7.00 11.14 15.35 11.88 12·. 75 7.27 
66.83 11.90 13.04 17.80 8.10 
84.61 14.98 14.64 23.37 8. 72 
97.76 15.96 23.16 26.57 12.45 





































EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1938-1939 OF TEN GREENVILLE., SOUTH CAROLINA., JUNIORS 
ARRANGED Ili ORDER FROM SMALLEST TOTAL FIGURE TO LARGEST TOTAL FIGURE 
Cosme-
tics Care 
Gifts Car Acoes- Beauty of 
Clothes Educ. Pleasures Donations Fare sories Parlor l Health Clothing: 
1.00 2.10 • 70 4.71 .01 .10 .55 .10 .14 
11.44 2.46 3.45 5.17 .14 .so 1.00 1.85 1.36 
21.43 2.81 3.83 5.89 .36 .89 1.80 4.80 
29.26 3.16 8.23 6.75 .50 .94 1.95 7.60 
36.67 3.84 10.70 8.00 .56 1.00 2.15 10.25 
39.24 4.80 10.87 8.70 1.04 1.10 2.69 11. 71 
48.76 4.80 11.69 · 9.60 1.07 1.20 2.80 15.15 
87.71 7.24 36.67 . 12.48 1.20 3.49 5.75 
100.32 13.53 36.62 16.24 6.14 8.16 6.60 





































EXPENDITURES FOR. SCHOOL YEAR 1938-1939 OF TWENTY GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA, SENIORS 
ARRANGED IN ORDER FRCl4 SMALI.EST TOTAL FIGURE TO LARGEST TOTAL FIGURE 
Cosme-
tioa - Care 
Gifts Car Acoes- Beauty of 
Clothes Educ. Pleasures Donations Fare sories Parlor Health Clothing: 
4.85 1. 70 .60 .25 .07 .15 .10 .05 1.60 
19.79 1.9'7 2.02 3.96 .14 .20 .10 .05 3. 72 
24. 78 2.00 3.45 4.95 .21 .35 .20 .05 
26.14 2.05 4.30 5.89 .42 .49 .50 .30 
29.48 2.38 4.45 6.28 .75 .50 .80 .65 
34.03 2.41 6.11 7.52 1.22 .60 1.00 5.75 
35.61 2.42 5.48 7.96 1.61 .98 1.35 6.00 
41.82 3.42 5.72 8.00 2.03 1.00 1.40 8.00 
43. 75 3.43 5.80 8.70 2. 75 1.00 2.25 13.75 
49.21 3.83 6.85 12.76 3.81 1.10 2.60 13. 75 
51.33 5.00 8.26 13.30 5.11 1.43 2.94 28.00 
53.42 6.21 10.31 16.30 5.91 2.24 3.30 
65.32 6.73 10.81 16.75 6.39 3.35 3.64 
63.94 1.00 11.47 16.99 8.92. 3.64 4.20 
77.39 '7.10 11,95 18.50 9.90 4.15 4.30 
'77.91 10.47 13.85 20.75 13.86 5.08 4.60 
80.16 11.96 14.90 22.48 6.92 4.69 
81.47 16. 2'7 15.70 34.53 5.60 
94.75 24.44 16.32 37.42 9.75 

























This portion of the study·deals with the number of purchases, the 
number of different prices, the most usual prices, and the average price 
of each individual item purchased for the nine months according to the 
group of classifications. 
The olassifioation of food was divided into two groupsa school 
lunches and other foods. Other foods included a.ny food bought by the girl 
other than her school lunch. 
There were nine different prices paid for 2594 sophomore lunches and 
958 junior lunches (Table VII)� Five cents was the most usual price, as it 
was paid by forty-three per cant of the sophomore group and by thirty-three 
per cent of those lunches bought by the junior group. 
There were ten different prices paid for 1834 school lunches bought 
by the senior group. Thirty-six per oent of the senior lunches were pur­
chased for fifteen cents. Twelve cents was the average price paid for 
junior and senior lunches, while the sophomore average was lower, ten cents. 
Five, ten, and fifteen cents were popular prices in all three groups. 
The writer thinks that the popularity of a five cent lunch for the sopho­
more and junior groups was due possibly to the tact that the majority of 
them ate _lunch at home but made five cent purchases when they returned 
from lunch. Each item of food in the lunch room was five cents except fo.r 
penny candy. 
A table for "Other Foods" was not included in this study due to the 
great number ot items purchased. The junior group had the highest average 
total cost of other foods and the sophomore group had the lowest average 
cost (Tables I, II, and III). 
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TABLE VII 
PRICES PAID FOR SCHOOL llTNCHES 
Sophomore Junior Senior 
Price 
No. Purchased No. Purchased No. Purchased 
$0.01 -· -- 1 
.02 1 -- 2 
.05 1113 321 440 
.06 21 21 24 
.09 l -- --
.10 528 220 444 
.12 -- -- --
.16 594 200 660 
.20 318 72 233 
.25 17 72 20 
.30 l 47 -
.32 -- -- 4 
-- -- -- --
.60 -- 4 6 
Total no. purchases 2694 958 1834 
Range to.01-to.so t0.02-$0.30 10.os-to.so $0.0l-t0.50 
Total cost $267.07 $117.93 $222. 77 
Usual price t0.05 $0.05 $0.15 
No. and per cent pur-
chased at usual prioe 1113 - 43% 321 - 33% 660 - 36% 
Average price $0.11 90.10 to.12 $0.12 
l j 
14 
The second highest number of individual purchases tor clothing was 
made for dres ses .  Twenty and twenty-two per cent of the dresses bought by 
the sophomore and j\lJlior groups , respectively, were purchased tor 11.00 to 
tl .49 am the average price tor their dreases was $3 .53 tor sophomores and 
$2 .92 tor the juniors ( Table VIII ) .  The moat usual price range and the 
average price per dress ($3 . 95) tor the sem.or group was higher than the 
other two groups . The total coat of �resses tor the senior group was 
$100.00 more than the sophomore total cost, although there were only six 
more dresses bought by the senior group. 
One dollar to $ 1.49 was the mo&t popular price range tor sweaters 
(Table  IX) . The senior aTerage price per sweater was the highest average ., 
although the sophomore group purchased more sweaters . 
Sixty-four per cent of the total nwn.ber of skirts were bought tor 
$1.60 to $1.99 ( !able X) , which was the most usual price. The total cost 
a.nd the total number of purohases were highest in the s ophomore group. 
The s enior group paid higher prices for their coats and jackets but 
the soph0110res bought more coats and jackets (Table XI) .  There was a wide 
variation in individual prices in the three groups ($1.00-t40.00) . 
There were no significant differences in the price• paid tor under­
wear. One dollar per slip and twenty-five cents per pair of pants were the 
most usual prices ( Tables XII and XIII ) tor all three groups . The senior 
group had the bigheat average tor the small number reporting night clothing 
( Table XIV) . 
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TABLE VIII 
PRICES PAID FOR DRESS:ES 
Sophomore Junior Senior 
Price 
No. Purchased No. Purchased Bo. Purchased 
to.01 - t0. 49 -- -- 1 
0. 50 - 0.99 6 3 5 
1.00 - 1.49 22 10 T 
1.50 - 1. 99 18 4 10 
2 . 00 - 2.49 15 4 4 
2. 50 - 2 .99 6 6 17 
3.00 - 3.49 10 6 12 
3. 50 - 3.99 3 2 15 
4.00 - 4.,9 8 2 7 '  
4,50 - 4.99 l 2 9 
6.00 - 5.49 4 l 13 
6�50 - 5.99 5 l 3 
6.00 - 6.49 l 2 l 
6. 60 - 6. 99 4 -- 4 
7.00 - 7. 49 1 -- l 
7. 50 - 7.99 l l 5 
8:;00 - 8:. 49 -- -- --
8.50 - 8.99 -- -- l 
9. 00 - 9. 49 2 -- --
9.50 - 9. 99 1 -- --
10.00 - 10.49 -- -- --
10. 50  - 10.99 1 1 l 
11.00 - 11. 49 2 -- . --
-- -- -- -- --
14.00 - 14 . 49 -- -- 2 
14. 50 - 14.99 -- -- --
16.00 - 15.49 · 1 -- --
Total no. purchased 112 45 118 
Range to . so-to. 99 to to . so-to. 99 to $0.01-$0. 50 to 
$16.00-116 .49 $10. 50-$10. 99 $14.00-tl4.49 
Total cost $361.56 tl31.61 $466.74 
Usual price range $1.00-tl. 49 $1.00-tl. 49 $ 2 . 50-$2. 99 
No. and per cent pur-
chased at usual p. range 22 - 20% 10 - 22" 17 � 14% 
Average prioe 13 , 23 $ 2 . 92 $3. 95 
One and three dollars were the most popular single �rices. 
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TABLE IX 
PRICES PAID FOR SWEATERS 
Sophomore Junior Senior 
Price 
No. Purchased Io. Purchased No. Purchased 
10 .01 - t0 . 49 1 1 --
. 50  - 0.99 10 3 1 
.. 
1.00 • 1 . 49 1 7  8 16 
1 . 50 - 1 . 99 12 5 3 
2 . 00 - 2 . 49 2 3 6 
2 . 50  - 2 .99 1 2 2 
3 .00 • 3 .49 -- -· --
3 .50 - 3 . 99 -- -- 1 
Tot�l no. purchlses 43 22 29 
Range $0.01-$0 . 49 to to . 01-to .49 to to . 60-t0 . 99 to 
t 2 . 60-$2 . 99 t 2.50-t2.99 $3 . 60-$ 3 .  99 
Total coat $54.38 $31.07  $44.09 
Usual price range $ 1 .00-tl .49 $ 1 . 00-t l . 49 8100-$ 1 . 49 
No. and per �-ent pur-
. .  
chased at usual p.range 1 7  - 39% 8 - S5% 16 - 55%. 
Average price $ 1 . 26 $1 . 41 . $ 1 . 52 
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TABLE X 
PRICES PAID FOR SKIRTS 
Sophomore Junior Senior 
Price 
No. Purchased Ho. Purchased No. Purohs.sed 
to . so - to. 99 2 -- l 
1 .00 - . 1 .49 - 2 1 
1 . 50 - 1 . 99 7 5 7 
2.00 - 2 . 49 6 -- l 
2 . 50  - 2 . 99 3 3 3 .  
3 .00 - 3 . 49 -- 2 --
3.50 - 3 .99 -- -- l 
4.00 - 4.49 -- --- --
4.50 - 4 .99 -- -- --
5.00 - 5 . 49 -- -- l 
Total no. purchases 18 12 15 
Range to . 50-to. 99 to $ 1 .00-tl.49 to to . 60-t0 . 99 to 
$ 2 . 50-$ 2 . 99 ts .00-ts·.49 $5.00-$5.49 
Total ooat 136. 14 $26 . 65 $36.66 
Usual price range $1 . 50-$1 . 99 $1 . 50-11 . 99 $1 . 50-t l . 99 
No. and per cent pur-
chased at usual p.ra.nge 7 - 39% 5 - 42% 7 - 47" 
Average prioe $ 2 .01 $ 2 . 21 $ 2 .37 
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TABLE XI 
PRICES PAID FOR COATS AND .JACKETS 
-
Sophomore Junior Senior 
Prioe 
No. Purchased No. Purchased No. Purchased 
$1.00 - $2. 99 7 1 1 
3.00 - 4 .99 5 2 2 
5.00 - 6.99 2 -- 2 
7.00 - 8.99 1 3. 1 
9.00 - 10.99 3 2 3 
11.00 - 12.99 1 -- --
13.00 - 14.99 2 1 --
15.00 - 16.99 -- 2 1 
17.00 - 18.99 -- -- --
19.00 - 20.99 -- -- 1 
-- -- -- -- --
30.00 - 31.99 -- - 1 
32.00 - 33.99 -- -- --
34.00 - 36.99 -- 1 --
Total no. purohl.aea 21 12 12 
Range tl.00-$2.99 to $1.00-$2.99 to  $1.00-t 2. 99 to 
$13.00-$14.99 $34.00-35.99 t 30 .oo-t 31. 99 
Total cost $123.63 $129.64 $130.23 
Usual price range $1.00-$2.99 $7.00-$8.99 $9.00-$10.99 
No. and per cent pur-
chased at usual p.range 7 - 33% 3 - 25% 3 - 25% 
Average price $5.98 $10 . 79 $10.85 
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TABLE XII 
PRICES PAID FOR SLIPS 
Sophomore Junior Senior 
Price 
I No. Purchased No. Purchased No. Purchased 
to.01 - to.49 7 -- l 
0. 60 - 0.99 8 4 4 
1.00 - 1.49 13 14 16 
1 . 50  - 1 .99 3 4 5 
2.00 - 2 .49 -- -- l 
Total no. purohases 31 22 28 
Range to.01-t0.49 to to. so-to. 99 to $0 .01-$0.49 to 
$1.50-$1.  99 $1.50-$ 1.99 $2 .00-$2 .49 
Total coat $27.00 $ 24 .  78 $32 . 20 
usual prioe range $1.00-$ 1.49 tl.00-$1.49 t 1.oo-t 1.49 
No. and per cent pur-
chased at usual p.rangE 13 - 42% 14 - 64% 16 - 5'1% 
Average price t0.81 $1.13 tl . 15 
One dollar was the most popular single prioe. 
TABLE XIII 
PRICES PAID FOR PANTS 
Sophomore 
Price 
No . Purchased 
$0.01 - $0.24 5 
0. 25 - 0.49 17 
0.50 - 0. 74 3 
0. 75 - 0.99 l 
Total no. purchased 26 
Range to. 01-to.24 to 
to . 1s-to.99 
Total coat $8. 73 
Usual price range $0. 25-$0. 49 
No . and per cent pur-
chased at usual p.range 17 - 65% 
Average price $0.34 
Junior 






to.01-to. 24 to 
to. 1s-to. 99 
$8. 29 
$0.25-$0.49 
11 - 50% 
$0. 38 
�enty-ti ve cents was the most popular single price. 
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Senior 






to.01-to. 24 to 
t0.75-$0.99 
$9. 01 
to . 2s-to. 74 








$0 .60 - $0.99 
1 .00 - 1 .49 
1 .60 - 1 . 99 
2 .00 - 2.49 




3.00 - 3.99 --
4.00 - 4.49 --
Total no. purchases 3 
Range t0 . 60-$0. 99 to 
$ 2.00-12 .49 
Total cost $3.98 
usual price range --
No . and per cent pur-
chased at usual p.range 1 each 







$0. 50-t0.99 to 
$ 2. 50-$ 2 . 99 
$5.54 
$1.00-$1 .49 
2 - 60% 















One-third of the group of students reported paying $3 .00 to t4.00 
for thei r shoes ( Table XV) . There was l es s  than seventy-five cents differ­
ence in the average price for shoes in the three groups , the s enior group 
bad the highest average . There was a range in price of $ 1 .00 to $ 9 .00 tor 
shoes . 
The highest number of individual purchases of clothing were made 
tor hose and socks { Table XVI ) .  From the mo st usua l  price range , it was 
evident that the majority of the girls wore socks . Fifteen am twenty­
five cents were the moat popular prices paid tor socks alld fifty-:t.tine am 
seventy-Dine cents the mo at popular tor hose .  
One do llar to $ 2. 99 was the most popular price range tor hats . The 
s enior group paid more to r their ba.ts { Table XVII) . Five dollars was the 
most paid tor an illdiv:idual hat . 
The junior group averaged more for acces sories but the sophomore 
group made more purchases { Table XVIII) . Twenty, 25 and $1.00 were the 
most usual prices paid in the narrow range for acces sories . 
The s enio r group had the highest average tor the small percentage 
reporting the can of clothing ( Table XIX) 
Eighty-tive per cent ot the purobaaes of the student s reporting ex­
pens es for pleasure were in the lowest · price range { Table XX) . Five, ten , 
am fifteen cents were the mo st popular prices and were most often paid tor 
movi es and bowling. Les s  than one per cent of the purchaaea were ma.de at 
higher prices . There was an unusual ly wide raxJge tor pleasure .  
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TABLE X.V 
PRICES PAID FOR SHOES 
Sophomore Junior Senior 
Price 
No. Purchased No . Purchased No. Purchased 
to.01 - $0. 99 2 -- --
1.00 - 1 . 99 12 2 2 
2.00 - 2.99 15 5 10 
3.00 - 3.99 16 9 18 
4.00 - 4. 99 1 3 3 
5.00 - 5. 99 8 2 7 
6 .00 • 6 . 99 2 2 4 
7.00 - 7.99 -- -- --
8.00 - 8 . 99  2 -- 2 
Total no. purohases 58 23 46 
Range $0.0l-t0 . 99 to $ 1 .00-$ 1 . 99 to $ 1 .00-$1. 99 to 
$ 8 . oo-ta .  99 $ 6 .00-$ 6 . 99 $ 8 .00-t8. 99 
Total cost 8 18 9 . 96 $80. 69 $183. 10 
Usual price range $ 2.00-f3. 99 $3.00-$3.99 $3.00-$3. 99 
No . and per cent pur-
chased at usual p . range 32 - 5'1% 9 - 39% 18 - 39% 




PRICES PAID FOR HOOE AND SOCKS 
r=:ioe 
-
Sophomore Junior Senior 
No. Purchased . No • Purchased No. Purchased 
to.01 - to . 24 71 17 42 
0.2s - 0.49 33 13 30 
0.50 - 0.74 31 6 4'7  
0.75 - 0.99 12 10 23 
1.00 - 1.24 11 1 4 
Total no. purchases 168 47 146 
Range t0 . 01-$0.24 to $0.01-$0.24 to $0 .0l-t0.24 to 
$1.00-tl .24 $1.00-tl. 24 $1 .00-tl.24 
Total cost $57 .31 $18.41 $66.54 
usual price range to .01-to.  24 to.01-to.24 eo . 50-to. 74 
No. and per cent pur-
chas ed at usual p.range 71 - 48% 17 - 36% 47 - 32% 
Average price $0.36 $0.39 $0. 46 
Fifteen and twenty-five oenta were the most popular single prices for socks. 
Fifty-nine and seventy-Dine cents were the most popular prices for hose. 
Price 
TABLE XVII 





No. Purchased No. Purchased 
-----------------------i�------..---------
to.01 - to . 49 --
o . so - 0 . 99 2 
1.00 - 1 . 49 5 
1 . 60 - 1 . 99 6 
2 . 00 - 2 . 49 2 
2 . 50 - 2 . 99 5 
. 3 . 00 - 3 . 49 3 
3 . 50 - 3 . 99 1 
4 . 00 - 4 . 49 --
4. 50 - 4. 99 --
5.00 - 5 . 49 --
Total no. purcba.ses 23 
Range $0. 50-$0 . 99 to 
$ 3 . 60-t 3 . 99 
Total eost $ 47. 12 
Usual price range $ 1 . 00-tl . 49 ;  
No . alld. per cent pur-
$ 1 . 50-t 1 .  99 ; 
$2.50-$2.99 
chased at usual p .ra.nge 5 ( ea. ) or 15 










$ 0 .01-$0. 49 to 
$ 5. 00-$6. 49 
$ 29 . 02 
$ 2 . 00-$ 2 . 49 
3 - .23% 








$ 1 .00-$ 1 . 49 to 
$15.00-t l5 . 49 
$49 .  75 
$2. 60-$ 2 .  99 
9 - 45% 
$ 2 . 49 
TABLE XVIII 




$0.01 - $0. 24 36 
0. 26 - 0.49 9 
0. 50 - 0 . 74 8 
0. 75 - 0. 99 i 
1. 00 - 1. 24 11 
1. 26 - 1.49 --
1. 50 - 1.74 --
1.75 - 1 . 99 2 
2. 00 - 2. 24 --
Total no. purchases 67 
Range $0.01-t0. 24 to 
ti . 75-tl.99 
Total cost $ 28 . 10 
usual price range to. 01-to. 24 
No. and per cent pur-
chased at usual p.range 36 - 54% 










to. 01-to. 24 to 
$ 2.00-t2. 24 
$16. 87 
$1.00-tl.24 













$0. 01-$0. 24 to 
t i .  76-$1. 99 
$33. 58 
$1. 00-$1. 24 
16 - 31% 
$0.66 
i'Wenty, twenty-five, and one dollar were the most popular single prices. 
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TABLE XIX 
PRICES PAID FOR CARE OF CLOTfilNG 
Sophomore Junior Senior 
Price 
No. Purchased No. Purchased No. Purchased 
$0. 01 - $0.24  3 -- --
0. 25 - $0. 49 5 -- --
0.50 - 0 . '14 -- 1 --
0. 75 - 0 .99 4 1 -
1.00 - 1. 24 2 1 1 
1.25 - 1. 49 -- -- 2 
1. 50 - 1. 74 -- 1 --
Total no. purchases 14 4 .  3 
Range to.01-to. 24 to to � so-to. 74 to $1.00-tl.24 to 
$1 .00-11. 24 $1. 50-tl. 24 $1. 25-$1. 49 
Total coat $ 7 .08 $4.00 $3. 72 
usual price range to. 25-to. 49 -- $1. 25-tl. 49 
No. and per oent pur-
chased at usual p. range 5 - 36% -- 2 - 66% 
Average price t0 .61 $1.00 $1. 24 
I 
TABLE ll 




to.01 - to.24 813 
0.25 - o.49 98 
0.50 - 0.74 3 
0.76 - 0.99 --
1.00 - 1.24 --
1.25 - 1.49 1 
1.60 - 1.74 --
1.75 - 1.99 --
2.00 - 2.24 1 
2.26 - 2.49 --
2.50 - 2.74 --
2.75 - 2.99 --
3 . •  00 - 3.99 --
4.00 - 4.24 --
4.25 - 4.49 -
4.50 - 4.99 --
5 .00 - 5.24 --
5.25 - 8.99 --
9.00 - 9.24 --
9.25 - 9.49 --
9.60 - 9.99 --
10.00 � 10.24 1 
Total no. purchases 917 
Range $0.01-$0.24 to 
$10.00-$10.24 
Total cost $144.05 
usual price range $0.0l-t0.24 
No. a.nd per cent pur-
chased at usual p.range 813 - 89% 
Average price I0.16 
Junior 



































to .01-to . 24 




. Five , ten, and fifteen cents were the most popular single prices in the 
three groups. 
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A wide range in prices was given by the three groups of students 
for education. Eighty-nine per cent of the expenses for education were 
in the lowest price range {Table XXI). The writer thinks that if the in­
dividual price exceeds $3.50 , it was paid tor music lessons. The school 
furnished free text books. 
Out of the narrow range in price for cosmetics, twenty, twenty-five, 
and fitty cents were the most popular prices paid for cosmetics. 
Twenty-five cents was the most usual price for carfare {Table XXIII ). 
The writer thinks this ia due to the fact that one ride is seven cents but 
you can procure four rides for twenty-five cents, saving three cents. 
Ninety per cent of the purchases tor gifts were one dollar or less 
{Table XXIV). Less than two per cent of the purchases were made at higher 
prices. The junior group had a much higher average than the other two 
groups ot students, but the senior group had the widest range in prices 
{to.01-t1a.oo). 
A wide price range was given by the girls reporting health. Seventy­
seven per cent of the expenditures for health were less than one dollar in 
price ( Table XXV). The s enior group spent more for heal th. 
TABLE XXI 




to.01 - to.24 521 
o .• 2s - 0.49 25 
0.50 - 0.74 3 
0.75 - 0.99 6 
1.00 - 1, 24 1 
1.25 - 1.49 --
1.50 - 1. 74 5 
1.75 - 1.99 2 
2 .00 - · 2. 24 --
2.2� - 2.49 2 
2 .60 - 2.74 --
2 .76 - 2.99 1 
3 .00 - 3. 24 --
3.26 - 3.49 --
3.50 - 3.74 --
3.75 - 3.99 --
4.00 - 4 .24 --
4.26 - 4.49 --
4 .50 - 4 . 74 --
4.75 - 4.99 --
6.00 - 5.24 --
5.25 - 5.49 --
6 .60 - 5.74 --
5 .75 - 5.99 --
6 .00 - 6 � 24 10 
6.26 - 6.49 --
6.50 - 6.74 --
6.75 - 6.99 --
1.00 - 7.24 --
7.25 - 8.99 --
9 .00 - 9.24 --
Total no. purchases . 576 
Range to.01-to.24 to  
ts.00-es.24 
Total cost tl60.49 
Uaual price range to.01-to.24 
No. and per cent pur-
chased at usual p.range 521 - -90% 




































to.01-to.24 to  
$9 .oo-t9. 24 
$78.36 
t0.01-$0.24 






































to.01-eo . 24 to 
t 7. oo-t 7. 24 
t1s1.17 
10-.01-to. 24 
641 - 83% 
t0.23 
Five. ten. and fifteen cents were the most popular s ingle prices. 
TABLE XXII 




$0.01 - $0.24 44 . 
0.25 - 0.49 24 
0.50 - o. 74 30 
o. 75 - 0.99 5 
1.00 - 1.24 5 
1.25 - 1.49 --
1 . 50 - 1.74 --
1.75 - 1.99 --
2.00 - 2.24 3 
2.25 - 2.49 --
2.60 - 2.74 --
2.76 - 2.99 --
3.00 - 3.24 --
3.25 - 3.49 --
3.50 - 3.74 6 
3.75 - J.99 --
4.00 - 4.24 --
4.26 - 4.49 --
4.60 - 4.74 l 
Total no. purohaaes 117 
Range t0.01-$0.24 to 
$4.60-t4.74 
Total cos t $66.04 
Usual price range $0.01-$0.44 
No. and per cent pur-
chased at  usual p.range 44 - 3'1% 






























to. 2s-to. 49 
34 - 34% 
$0.61 
Twenty-ti ve am fifty cents were the mos t popular single prices. 
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TABLE XXIII 
PRICES PAID FOR CAR FARE 
Sophomore Junior Seni or 
Price 
No. Trips No. Trips No. Trips 
t0 .07 110 36 44 
0.25 208 76 240 
1.00 -- l --
Total no. trips 318 112 284 
Range to .01-to . 2s $0.07-$1.00 $0.07-$0 . 25 
Total cost $69. 70 $22.45 $63.08 
Usual price range $0.26 $0. 25 t0 . 25 
No. end per cent pur-
chased at usual p.range 208 - 65% 76 - 68% 240 - 84% 
Average price $0 .19 $0.20 to . 22 
TABLE XXIV 
PRICES PAID FOR GIFTS AND DONATIONS 
Sophomore Junior 
Price 
No. Purchased No. Purchased 
to.01 - ti .oo 338 43 
1.01 - 2. 00 8 4 
2. 01 - 3.00 1 2 
3.01 - 4.00 4 --
4.01 - 5.00 4 2 
5 .01 - 6.00 -- 3 
6.01 - 7.00 4 --
7. 01 - 8.00 3 3 � 
8.01 - 9.00 -- -- . . . 
9. 01 - 10.00 1 -- . . ... -
10.01 - 11.00 1 --
11.01 - 12.00 -- --
12.01 - 13.00 -- 1 
13. 01 - 14.00 1 --
14.01 - 15 .00 -- --
15.01 - 16.00 -- --
16. 01 - 17 .oo -- --
17 .01 - 18.00 -- --
Total no. purohases 365 68 
Range to. 01-11.00 to to. 01-t1.oo to 
$13.0l-tl4.00 $12.01-$13.00 
Total oost $221.08 t94. 55 
Usual prioe range to. 01-11.00 to. 01-t1.oo 
No. and per oeJit pur-
chased at usual p.ra.nge 338 - 93% 43 - 74% 
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460 - 93% 
$0.63 
TABLE XXV 
PRICES PilD FOR HEALTH 
Sophomore Junior Senior 
Prioe 
No� ,Expenditures No. Expenditures No . Expenditures 
$0 .01·-- $ 1.00 29 24 16 
1 .01 - 2 .00 2 -- 3 
2 .01 - 3 .00 l -- --
3 .01 - 4.00 -- -- --
4.01 - 6 . 00  l 2 l 
5.01 - 6 . 00 -- -- 1 
6.01 - 1.00 -- 1 --
7.01 - 8 .00 -- 1 1 
8 .01 - 9 .00 -- -- 1 
9 .01 - 10 .00 -- -- --
10 .01 - 11.00 -- l l 
11.01 - 12 .00 -- -- --
12 .01 - 13 .00 -- -- --
13 .01 - 14.00 -- -- 2 
14.01 - 15 .00 -- 1 --
Total no. expenditures 33 30 26 
Range to .01-t 1 . oo to to . 01-t1 .oo to to.01-t 1 .oo tc 
$4.01-$6.00 1 14 .01-$16 .00 t 13 .0l-tl4 .00 
Total cost $22 . 20 $ 61 .46 $ 76 . 35 
Usual prioe raDge eo.01-11.00 $0 .01-11 .oo $0 .0l-$ 1 . 00 
No . and per cent ex-
penditures at usual 
price range 29 - 88% 24 - 80% 16 - 62% 
Average price $0. 61 $ 1 .  72 $ 2 . 94 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY, COMMENTS AND CONCLUSIONS 
The more important facts revealed by this study of personal accounts 
of the high school girls in Greenville were : . .  
1. The senior group of students had the largest average of total 
cost of expemlitures for the nine months . 
2 .  The sophomore group of students had the widest range of total 
expenditures for the nine months . 
3. There was very little difference in the range of average prices 
paid by the three groups for food, education, carfare, cosmetics , and ac­
cessories. 
4. The greatest difference in the range of averages , in the three 
groups ,  were in coat of clothing, pleasure, gifts and donations 1 and health. 
5. The senior group had the highest averages for cost of clothing, 
education1 gifts and doIJations , aml carfare. 
6. The junior group had the highest averages for cost of food1 
pleasure, and health. 
7. The sophomore group had the highest averages· for cost of accesso­
ries aml cosmetics . 
A budget cannot be made on averages alone but the writer would expect 
other sophomore1 junior, and s enior groups with conditions similar to this 
group to. spend amounts similar to those spent by this group of girls . 
8. Five, ten e.nd fifteen cents were the most popular prices for food, 
educa�ion, and pleasure. 
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9. Popular prices for dresses were one to three dollars; for sweaters 
and skirts, one to two dollars; for slips, one dollar; for pants , twenty­
five cents; for shoes , three to four dollars ; for socks, fifteen and twenty­
five cents and for hose, fifty-nine and seventy-nine cents; for accessories, 
twenty-five cents and one dol�ar; and for hats , two to three dollars. 
10. There was a wide range in prices paid for coats and jackets. 
11. i'Wenty-five hundred dollars was the approximate total cost for 
clothing. 
12. Twenty-five and fifty cents were the most usual prices paid for 
cosmetics. 
13. TWenty-five cents for carfare was the most usual price. 
14. One dollar or less was the most popular price for gifts ami 
donations. 
15. The most popular price for health was less tha.n one dollar. 
The average number of lunches for each student was 108; ot pleasures , 
46; of education, 33; of gifts and donations, 18 ;  of carfare, 14; of cos� 
metics, hose and socks, and dresses , 6 or 7; of sweaters, slips, shoes, and 
accessories, two or three; of skirts, coats and jackets, he.ts , care of 
clothing, night clothing, pants, and health, one or less. 
As far as the writer has been able to determine the only similar 
studies have been made in Illinois and Tennessee. The study in Illinois 
was made by Dunlap and reported by .Andrews1 in 1930, estimating the cost 
1 Andrews, Benjamin R. , Economics of The Household. New York : 
The llaomilla.n Company, 1935, p. 398. 
· - -
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of the wardrobe of 117 Illino is High School students • 21 of them in Chioago, 
and 96 in 13 smaller Illinois commm it iea. The average wardrobe coat in 
the eohoola outside of Chicago was t222.94s  outer clothing, $148 .66, or  67 
per oentJ under olottling, t31."18, or 14. 2  per centJ s hoes , $19 .33, or 8 .6  
per cent J aocesaor ies , $23 .l"I,  or  10 per cant J and, adding the amount, apent 
for coametios , $6 . 53 J  and watch and costume jewelry, $23.35,  the total be­
came t262.63 . ·For the students in Chicago the average wardrobe coat was 
$473 .49 1 outer 1 cloth��, $333. 92 ,  o� 70. 6 per cent of total cost ; under 
clothing, $49 .38, or 10.4 per cent J  shoes , $35.28,  or 7.4 per cent J accesso­
ries, $63.38, or 11.3 per om.t , adding the amounts spent fo r oosmetios , 
$8.06,  and for watch and cost� j-lry, $68 .49 , the total became , $660. 16. 
1933 . 
2 The Tennessee study of expense 0£ 659 g irla was mde by Holland in 
The records ahovr the following average of expend itures J from $0.92-
$24 . 99 ia the moat usual total amounts tor outer garments J from tio.oo 
to $19.99, for footwear .and underwear 1 from $0. 60 to t4 .99, for hats 
and accessories , from to.so to $4.99, for repair and cl eaning J from 
$6.00 to $9. 99, for aohool supplies J from to. so to $4 .99 ,  for each or 
the tolloaring groups church, mus ic, s aving•, health, bedroom equipment ,  
transportation, pleaaure and gifts , eats , personal care, and stamps 
and atat icmeryj and from 135.00 to t59.99 ia the moat usual range for 
yearly total expenditures with a close peroentage of yearly totals 
from tso.oo to 184. 99. 
One use of thia a tudy to the writer will be as a bas is for a stud¥ 
of' good purchases at the prices paid by t�ese three groups to g ive othe r 
students expe r ience in wise planning of expenditures. 
2 Holland, Els ie, A Survey of Personal Accounts of Selected Tennessee 
!!!2 School Girls . UnpublTshed Thew, 19!!. -
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